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For: A Method for Producing a Population of 
Homozygous Stem Cells Suitable for Transplant 
Derived Therefrom, and Materials and Method 
Using Same 



COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS OF ALLOWANCE 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant submits the following comments on the Examiner's Statement of Reasons of 
Allowance. 

REMARKS 

Applicants want to be sure that there is no misunderstanding as to the use of the terra 
"embryonic". The term "embryonic" in the allowed claims in no ways refers to a fertilized 
oocyte. On the contrary, as discussed in the specification and as the method is set forth in the 
claims, the homozygous stem cells are created by parthenogenetic activation of oocytes using 
sham ICSI followed by calcium ionophore. The oocytes are not in fact fertilized, but rather the 
conditions are such that the oocyte thinks it has been fertilized by a sperm cell, thereby 
permitting the activated oocyte to continue its normal process of cell division as if it had been 
fertilized. The homozygous stem cells of the present invention are never created tlirough 
fertilization of an oocyte by a sperm cell. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Notice of Allowability mailed November 1 6, 2005, has been carefully reviewed. 
Applicant gratefully appreciates the Examiner's telephone accessibility. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REED SMITH LLP 

Tom-Junell Herbert 
Reg. No. 34,348 

Date: gfr£g^ 
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